


BY 2050, CLOSE-TO-NATURE FORESTRY, ACCORDING TO
PRO SILUA PRINCIPLES, 1S RECOGNISED AS A SUCCESSFUL
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL APPROACH

T0 FOREST MANAGEMENT AND IS ACCEPTED AS THE
MAINSTREAM APPROACH TO FORESTRY.



RBOUT PRO SILUA

Who we are

Pro Silva is a network of public and private
forest managers, owners and workers, as well
as scientists, ecologists, educators and propo-
nents interested in close-to-nature forestry,
according to Pro Silva principles. Our mem-
bers span 22 countries across Europe.

With our network of i) exemplary forests, ii)
reference stands and iii) training plots, we
demonstrate the feasibility and economic
viability of our approach. We promote close-
to-nature forestry according to Pro Silva
principles because we have practical experi-
ence and understanding of this silvicultural
approach.

Our principles

Pro Silva promotes a holistic and integrated
forest management approach as an alterna-
tive to the simplification of forest structures
and tree species compositions, forest planta-
tions and clear-cutting.

Our forest management strategy optimises
the maintenance, conservation and use of the
whole forest ecosystem, so that the ecological
and socio-economic functions of forests are
sustainable and profitable.

We achieve this through close-to-nature
forestry according to Pro Silva principles. This
management approach utilises the natural
processes that are inherent in natural forest
ecosystems, maintaining a continuous cover
orirregular patchiness, depending on the
requirements of particular tree species. It
may also include all of the conversion phases
of transforming monoculture plantations to
irregularly diversified forests. This holistic ap-
proach delivers high-quality timber, biodiver-

sity and landscape conservation, mitigation
of climate change and provision of additional
ecosystem services.

Pro Silva principles include market and
non-market objectives and take the whole
forest ecosystem into consideration.

Our four main principles are:

« Maintenance and evolution of forest ecosys-
tem complexity as a prerequisite of all that
follows

« Protection of the functions of forests to-
wards soil, water and air

« Production of quality timber and non-tim-
ber products

« Preservation of cultural and recreational
values

These basic principles are complemented by
the protection of biodiversity and optimisa-
tion of the carbon cycle.
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Our values

Passion and motivation

Sharing

Holistic approach

Holistic approach
Practical knowledge

What we stand for

We stand for diverse, irregularly structured and
uneven-aged forests that supports complex
forest ecosystems, and for their balanced and
multifunctional use. Close-to-nature forestry
develops and maintains the diversity and resil-
ience of managed forests.
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PRO SILUA STRATEGY

Vision

Our greatest hope for the future is that all forests
are diverse and structurally rich ecosystems that
provide ecosystem services, produce high-quality
timber (taking into account site conditions) and

protect biodiversity for the benefit and joy of our
children, grandchildren and all living beings.

By 2050, close-to-nature forestry according to
Pro Silva principles is recognised as a successful
economic, social and environmental approach to
forest management and is accepted as the main-
stream approach to forestry.

Mission

Our mission is to promote close-to-nature
forestry according to Pro Silva principles as a
successful economic, environmental and social
approach to forestry and to share our practical
knowledge with all those interested in forestry
and with the general audience.
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Significantly advancing the
practice and influencing
policy and implementation
of close-to-nature forestry in
Europe

Extending Pro Silva’s
recognition by the forestry
sector and policymakers as
an key proponent for close-
to-nature forestry

Our objective for 2030+

Our objective for 2030 is for Pro Silva to
be the key proponent of close-to-nature

forestry across Europe.

This objective can be achieved by :

Ensuring Pro Silva is
frequently consulted or
referenced by policymakers,
scientists and the forestry
sector

Disseminating information
about close-to-nature
forestry to all audiences

Building a strong Pro Silva
network across Europe
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OUR THREE DEVELOPMENT AREAS

Our network is Advocacy and
managing our exemplary communication support
forests and collecting IIETIIIURH will be useful for our

information Strengthen our network network as well.

Our exemplary forests
and the practical
information will be
available to support
our network

A strong network
will help us to have
a strong political
influence

DEMONSTRATION ADUOCACY AND
AND INFORMATION communicaTion

Collect and share practical Be the voice of Close-to-nature

information about foresters in Europe
close-to-nature forestry \/I

Advocacy and

Our practical experience communication are

and our exemplary forests needed to make sure the
will help with advocacy political context is suitable
and communication: we for close-to-nature
promote what we are doing forestry
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At the heart of our strategy is the motivation to
protect forest ecosystems and the conviction that
close-to-nature forestry, in accordance with Pro
Silva principles, combines production of quality
timber, protection of biodiversity and mainte-
nance of ecosystem services.

By implementing this strategy, we aim to become
the key proponent for close-to-nature forestry

in Europe, to contribute to the recognition of
close-to-nature forestry as a successful economic,
social and environmental approach to forest man-
agement, and its acceptance as the mainstream
approach to forestry.

This document gives an overview of the direction
in which we are heading and will be adapted over
time.

prosilua.org
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