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Welcome to the Pro Silva Annual Meeting 2026

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to
Visegrdd, Hungary, for the Pro Silva
Europe Annual Meeting, held from 9-11
September 2026 under the theme
“Practice  and Science in Partnership:
Hungary's Close-to-Nature Forestry for

Biodiversity.”
Hungary lies at the crossroads of Central
European, continental and sub-

Mediterranean ecological influences,
creating a remarkable diversity of forest
ecosystems and management challenges.
Over the past decades, Hungarian forestry
has made significant progress towards
close-to-nature forest management
(CTNF), creating valuable examples and
accumulating practical experience. Yet the
challenges posed by climate change and
biodiversity loss make it increasingly
important to accelerate this transition,
further integrating timber production,
biodiversity conservation, climate
adaptation and the long-term resilience of
forest ecosystems.

This meeting offers a unique opportunity
to explore how scientific research and
practical forest management can work
hand in hand to support these objectives.
Through  presentations by leading
researchers and practitioners, participants
will gain insight into the development of
continuous-cover forestry in Hungary,

the ecological foundations of close-to-
nature silviculture, and its role in
responding to the growing challenges
posed by climate change.

The field excursions will take us to some of
Hungary’'s most significant demonstration
and research sites. We will visit the
internationally recognized Pilis
Experiments, where long-term studies
investigate the ecological effects of
different forest management approaches,
and the Pro Silva Exemplary Forest of
Mexikd-puszta, a living example of
continuous-cover forestry in practice for
more than twenty-five years. We will also
explore pioneering beech and Turkey oak
forests that illustrate both the history and
future potential of close-to-nature forest
management in Hungary.

Beyond sharing knowledge and
experience, this meeting aims to
strengthen the European network of
foresters, researchers and forest owners
committed to sustainable, multifunctional
and resilient forests. We hope that the
discussions, field visits and personal
exchanges during these days will inspire
new ideas, partnerships and perspectives
for the future of European forestry.

We wish you a productive, inspiring and
enjoyable stay in Hungary and look
forward to exploring our forests together.

Pro Silva Hungaria
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DAY 1 - Wednesday
9" September

morning:
LIFE+ KICK OFF MEETING

afternoon:
PRO SILVA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Moderator: Tomas Vrska

WELCOME ADDRESS

Representative of the Ministry of

the Living Environment

Tomas Vrska, president, Pro Silva

Gydrgy Keresztes, president, Pro

Silva Hungaria

Gaébor Reinitz, CEO of the Pilis Park

Forestry Company Hotel homepage of
Silvanus  the hotel

CONFERENCE
Moderator: Dusan RozZenbergar

The situation of CTNF management in Hungary — Péter Csépanyi, Pro Silva
Hungaria, deputy CEO at Pilis Park Forestry Company

Research connected to the CTNF in Hungary — Péter Odor, HUN-REN
Centre for Ecological Research, Pro Silva Hungaria

Potential of CTNF in relation to the naturalness status of Hungarian
forests — Tibor Standovér, associate professor at L. Etvds University,
Department of Plant Systematics, Ecology and Theoretical Biology, Pro Silva
Hungaria

Close to nature forestry in times of climatic change — Ulrich Mergner,
ANW Deutschland, author of Das Trittsteinkonzept

Short presentations to the field programs — Péter Csépanyi, Pro Silva
Hungaria, deputy CEO at Pilis Park Forestry Company




DAY 2 - Thursday
10" September

EXCURSION TO PILIS FORESTRY
SYSTEMS AND PILIS GAP EXPERIMENTS
(47.674438, 18.906537)

program leaders: Péter Odor, Fléra
Tinya, Bence Kovacs, HUN-REN Centre
for Ecological Research

The Pilis Forestry Systems Experiment tests
the effect of rotation and CTNF treatments
on  microclimate, regeneration and
biodiversity of many organism groups. The
Pilis Gap Experiment investigates the
effect of gap size and gap shape on sessile
oak  regeneration, understory  and
microclimate. Visiting all the experimental
areas takes 3 hours walking.

EXCURSION TO PRO SILVA EXEMPLARY
FOREST, MEXIKO-PUSZTA
(Mexiké-puszta, 47.724015, 18.859162)
program leader: Péter Csépanyi, Pro Silva
Hungaria

Mexiké-puszta Pro Silva Exemplary Forest is
a 973 ha submontane beech stand
managed under Pro Silva principles since
1999 (idea launched with Prof. Hans-Jirgen
Otto, Pro Silva president). All harvests for
27 years were documented for economic
analysis, showcasing the transition to
continuous-cover forestry, climate-
adaptation steps, and gap-like oak
regeneration.

EPEE
Xt
(s =
Pilis Forestry HUN-REN
Svstemsland Centre for
y. ecological
Pilis Gap research

Experiments

Pilis
Experiments

o

Mexiko-puszta Pro

Silva Exemplary Ero Silva
xemplary
liciest Forest




DAY 3 - Friday 11" September

UNEVEN AGED SILVICULTURE IN
TURKEY OAK STANDS

Leader: Attila Csér, Bence Kiss, Péter
Csépanyi, Pilis Park Forestry Company

In one of the driest regions of Hungary,
within forest-steppe climatatic zone, the
Go6dallé hills, Turkey oak stands show that
CNTF is better than the even-aged rotation
forestry; the regeneration costs are
advantageous  from  the  economic
perspective. CNTF reduces the damage
and costs caused by drought and the
cockchafer larvae and is effective even in
unfavorable growing sites if natural
regeneration is reliable.

MADAS FOREST - LONG THERM
EFFECTS OF CTNF ON FOREST
NATURALLNESS

Leader: Zoltan Némedy, Péter Csépanyi,
Pilis Park Forestry Company

LaszIl6 Madas, a forest engineer (1920-
2009), was one of the pioneers of close-to-
nature forestry in Hungary. In 1954, he
began applying close-to-nature forest
management practices in a century-old
beech forest. Over the following 72 years,
the forest has developed into its present
form, which we will explore during the field
excursion. At the beginning of the field
program, we will pay tribute to this
distinguished forest engineer with a brief
commemorative ceremony.

Uneven-aged
silviculture in
Turkey oak stands

U

Madas-forest Scan for
details




A brief history of Hungarian forests

Hungarian forestry has a long tradition
rooted in sustainable forest management.
The first nationwide Forest Ordinance was
issued by Queen Maria Theresa in 1769,
establishing the foundations of regulated
forestry. This was followed by the first
forest law in 1791 and the first modern civil
Forest Act in 1879. A major turning point
came after 1920, when Hungary lost 84%
of its forests and forest cover declined
from 26% to only 11.8%. In response,
extensive afforestation programs were
launched throughout the 20th century,
gradually rebuilding the country's forest
resources. The Forest Act of 1935
integrated  nature  conservation into
forestry legislation, while the post-war
socialist period brought widespread
nationalization of forests. Following the
political transition after 1989,
approximately 40% of forests were
reprivatized, and the 1996 Forest Act
established the principles of sustainable,
multifunctional forest management.
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The 2009 Forest Act further strengthened
biodiversity protection and promoted
close-to-nature management approaches.
Today, Hungary has approximately 2.08
million hectares of forest, covering around
22% of the country's territory. Forest cover
has nearly doubled compared to 1920.
About 56% of forests are state-owned,
44% are privately owned, and a small
proportion belongs to communities. The
growing stock exceeds 419 million m3,
while annual growth reaches about 13
million m3, significantly exceeding the
annual harvest of 6.9 million m3. Hungarian
forests are dominated by broadleaved
species, particularly oaks, Turkey oak,
beech, hornbeam and black locust. Around
22% of forests are protected, while 40%
are included in the Natura 2000 network.
Forest management is still dominated by
even-aged (rotation) silvicultural system
90,4%. The remaining area is managed
under  uneven-aged silvicultural system
(1.7%), transition system (3.1%), and non-
timber production system (4.8%). Close-to-
nature forestry is steadily expanding,
currently covering nearly 34,000 hectares,
supported by legislation, professional
training, and growing societal demand for
biodiversity conservation and ecosystem
services.

Forestry in Hungary is increasingly focused
on climate adaptation, biodiversity
conservation, recreation, and ecosystem
services alongside timber production. The
main challenges for the future are

adapting forests to climate change,
expanding close-to-nature forestry,
restoring water balance in vulnerable

lowland regions, and developing financing
mechanisms that recognize the public
benefits forests provide beyond wood
production.



Regulation of close-to-nature uneven-aged
silviculture in Hungary — a brief introduction

The Hungarian Forest Act of 2009 was the
first legislation to formally define the
different silvicultural systems applied in

forestry: even-aged (rotation), uneven-
aged, transition, and  non-timber
production.

The rural development programme has
had funding for the forest environmental
program since 2006. Financial support can
be requested for several elements of
measures serving continuous forest cover
(creation of gaps, microhabitats, leaving
dead wood). A detailed regulations for the
close-to-nature uneven-aged silviculture
system were adopted in 2020. At the
same time, a comprehensive professional
guideline was published to support the

implementation of the new legal
framework.
According to the current regulations,

forests managed under the uneven-aged
silviculture system should primarily consist
of native tree species capable of natural
regeneration.  Plantation-type  forests
composed of non-native species are
generally not eligible for conversion to this
management system.

The ten-year state forest management
plans provide the framework conditions
and inventory data and within these
boundaries, forest managers must prepare
their own Continuous Cover Forest
Management Plans. These plans include a
general section covering management
models, cutting cycles, compartment
organization, and other strategic elements,
as well as stand-specific prescriptions for
individual forest units.

A fundamental requirement is that a self-
control must be carried out before each
intervention. The intensity of harvesting
may not exceed 20% of the current basal
area of the main stand (trees with a DBH
greater than 11 cm).
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Furthermore, the residual basal area of the
main stand must not fall below the
minimum  threshold specified for the
particular forest type, for example 15 m?/ha
in beech forests and 13 m?/ha in oak
forests.

The size of canopy openings (gaps) is also
regulated and may not exceed 0.25
hectares. In  practice, however, the
recommended gap sizes (between 200-800
m?) usually much smaller, reflecting the
principles  of  close-to-nature  forest
management and continuous forest cover.
Nature conservation considerations are also
prominently integrated into the guideline.
Special emphasis is placed on the
designation of adequately sized retention
patches (sepping-stones), the selection and
protection of habitat trees in sufficient
numbers, and the maintenance and gradual
increase of deadwood resources. These
elements are regarded as essential
components of close-to-nature forest
management and play a key role in
preserving biodiversity and ecological
resilience.
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Organizing Commitee and Speakers

Péter Csépanyi
organizer, Vice-president
of Pro Silva Hungaria,
deputy CEO of Pilis Park
Forestry Company
peter.csepanyi@pprt.hu

Gyérgy Keresztes
president of

Pro Silva Hungaria
Keresztes Gyorgy
psh.keresztes@gmail.com

Péter Odor

research leader at HUN-
REN Centre for
Ecological Research,
vice-president Pro Silva
Hungaria
odor.peter@ecolres.hu

Bence Kovacs

research associate

at HUN-REN Centre for
Ecological Research
kovacs.bence@ecolres.hu

Zoltan Némedy

head of timber trade
department at Pilis Park
Forestry Company, member
of Pro Silva Hungaria
zoltan.nemedy@ppt.hu

Margit Dénes

organizer, project manager,
board member of Pro Silva
Hungaria
denesmargit@gmail.com

Tibor Standovar

associate professor at L.
E6tvos University,
Department of Plant
Systematics, Ecology and
Theoretical Biology,

board member of Pro Silva
Hungaria
standy@caesar.elte.hu

Ulrich Mergner

former head of the
Bavarian State Forest
Enterprise Ebrach, member
of the Executive Board of
ANW Deutschland and
author of Das
Trittsteinkonzept
https://ulrich-mergner.de/

Attila Csér

head of forest
management department
at

Pilis Park Forestry
Company
csor.attila@pprt.hu

Fléra Tinya

research associate at HUN-
REN Centre for Ecological
Research
tinya.flora@ecolres.hu
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	In one of the driest regions of Hungary, within forest-steppe climatatic zone, the Gödöllő hills, Turkey oak stands show that CNTF is better than the even-aged rotation forestry; the regeneration costs are advantageous from the economic perspective. CNTF reduces the damage and costs caused by drought and the cockchafer larvae and is effective even in unfavorable growing sites if natural regeneration is reliable.

	MADAS FOREST – LONG THERM EFFECTS OF CTNF ON FOREST NATURALLNESS Leader: Zoltán Némedy, Péter Csépányi, Pilis Park Forestry Company
	László Madas, a forest engineer (1920–2009), was one of the pioneers of close-to-nature forestry in Hungary. In 1954, he began applying close-to-nature forest management practices in a century-old beech forest. Over the following 72 years, the forest has developed into its present form, which we will explore during the field excursion. At the beginning of the field program, we will pay tribute to this distinguished forest engineer with a brief commemorative ceremony.
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