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Pro Silva Annual Meeting 2026 

Hungary (Visegrád) 
Final program –2026 

 
“Practice and science in partnership: Hungary's close-to-nature forestry for biodiversity” 

 

(8)9-11. September 2026 
LOCATION: Visegrád, Silvanus Hotel**** 
 

 

 

16:00 - 18:00 Lobby: Registration of the participants 
17:00 - 19.00  Board Meeting  
19:30 - 22.00  Dinner and free time for discussion  
 

 

MORNING 
8:00 – 9:00 Breakfast / Registration of the new participants 
9:00 – 12:00 LIFE+ Kick off Meeting for LIFE+ Partners 

Citadel Guided tour for non LIFE+ participants, they’re already there 
12.00 - 13.00 Lunch 
AFTERNOON       
13:30-16:00 Annual General Meeting Moderator: Tomas Vrska 
16:00-16:30  Coffee break 
16:30-17:00 Welcome speeches 

Ministry of Agriculture 
President of Pro Silva Europe  
President of Pro Silva Hungary  

Presentation of the topics and places that will be addressed/visited during the meeting 
17:00-19:00 Possible presentations by invited speakers /Moderator/Dusan Rozenbergar 

- The situation of CTNF management -in Hungary (Peter Csepanyi) 
- Research that founded the CTNF, overview of Hungarian research on the topic (Peter Ódor) 
- Potential of CTNF in relation to the naturalness status of Hungarian forests Tibor Standovár, PhD 

associate professor Department of Plant Systematics, Ecology and Theoretical Biology, Institute of 
Biology, L. Eotvos University 

- Preserving water in the forest, include the topic of small oak groups (Ulrich Mergner) 
- Short presentations to the field programs (Peter Csepanyi) 

 
19:30-21:00 Dinner (with folk music and dance program) 

DAY 1 – Wednesday 9th September 2026.  

DAY 0 – Tuesday 8th September 2026.  
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Morning: Excursion to Pilis Experiments (47.674438, 18.906537) 
 
7:00- 8:00 Breakfast 
8:00-9:00 Bus transfer from Hotel Silvanus to Pilis Experiments (47.674438, 18.906537) 
9:00-12:00 Introduction of Pilis Experiments. Tour of the experimental areas as part of a 3-hour walk (Peter 

Ódor, Flóra Tinya, Bence Kovács 
Two HUN-REN–Pilis Forestry field experiments test how shelterwood vs continuous-cover (gaps) treatments 
affect microclimate, soils, biodiversity and regeneration. They vary gap size/shape and matrix, monitoring 
plants, fungi, many invertebrates, sapling growth, browsing and decomposition. 
12:00-13:00 Lunch in the field 
 
Afternoon: Excursion to Pro Silva Exemplary Forest (Mexikó-puszta) (47.724015, 18.859162) 
13:00-13:30 Bus transfer from Pilis Experiments to Pro Silva Exemplary Forest 
13:30-16:30 Introduction of Pro Silva exemplary forest. 
Mexikó-puszta Pro Silva demonstration area: a 9.73 ha submontane beech stand managed under Pro Silva 
principles since 1999 (idea launched with Prof. Hans-Jürgen Otto, then Pro Silva Europe president). All harvests 
for 25 years are documented for economic analysis, showcasing the transition to continuous-cover forestry, 
climate-adaptation steps, and gap-like oak regeneration. 
 
16:30-17:00 Bus transfer to Visegrád 
17:45-19:00 Surprise program  
19:00-21:00 Dinner    
 

 
 
Morning: private forest management (47.674438, 18.906537) in Börzsöny Mountain  
7:00 – 8:00  Breakfast 
8:00-9:00 Bus transfer from Hotel Silvanus to Letkés 

9:00-12:00 CCF challenges in private forest Letkés  
The area presents the difficulties of private forest management in weaker production areas, the consequences 
of previous lack of management, the problems arising from drought damage caused by climate change, the 
spread of invasive species and the significant impact of wildlife. What difficulties do private forest managers have 
to deal with? Why is the CCF silviculture system a better alternative? 
12:00-13:30 Bus transfer to Isaszeg 
Afternoon: Comparison rotation forest management and continuous cover forest management in turkey oak 
stands Csór Attila, Kiss Bence, Csépányi Péter 
13:30-14.30 Lunch in the forest (Isaszeg Hunting Lodge) 
14.30-17:00 Comparing traditional rotation forest management to CCF forest management on a poor-quality 

site in Turkey oak stand. 
Valkó (Gödöllő Hills) Turkey oak trials show continuous-cover forestry (CCF) matches even-aged rotation forestry; 
regeneration costs drive economics. CCF reduces damage and costs under drought and cockchafer grubs, working 
even on poor sites if natural regen is reliable. 
 
17:00 – 18:30 Return to Visegrád  
19:00 – 22:00 Dinner and free time (wellness) at the Hotel 
 

 
 
7:00 - Breakfast and travelling home / Budapest Sightseeing Tour (optional) 

DAY 3 – Friday 11th September 2026.  

DAY 4 (optional) – Saturday 12th September 2026.  

DAY 2 – Thursday 10th September 2026. 


